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To	create	a	bootable	USB	drive	for	installing	Windows	10,	the	preferred	method	is	of	course	using	the	Windows	10	Media	Creation	Tool.	But	what	if	the	Media	Creation	Tool	doesn’t	work	for	you,	or	you	don’t	like	using	it?	Don’t	worry,	you	can	also	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	an	ISO	image	file	without	using	the	Media	Creation	Tool.
This	article	will	show	you	how	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	ISO	for	installing	Windows	10.	Make	sure	you	have	downloaded	a	Windows	10	ISO	file	onto	your	computer,	then	follow	the	methods	and	steps	below.	Way	1:	Create	Windows	10	bootable	USB	from	ISO	using	Rufus	Rufus	is	an	open-source	application	for	easily	creating
bootable	USB	flash	drives	or	Windows	To	Go	live	USB	drives.	Here	is	how	to	easily	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	flash	drive	from	an	ISO	image	using	Rufus.	1.	Plug	a	USB	flash	drive	into	your	computer	and	back	up	the	data	on	the	USB	drive	(if	any)	to	another	place.	2.	Download	the	Rufus	program	onto	your	computer,	and	then	run	it	directly
without	installation.	3.	On	Rufus,	set	the	following	options	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	flash	drive.	Select	the	USB	flash	drive	from	the	Device	drop-down	menu.	Click	the	SELECT	button	to	import	the	Windows	10	ISO	file.	Select	Standard	Windows	installation	from	the	“image	option”	dropdown.	Leave	the	other	options	at	their	default	values
and	click	Start.	Click	OK	and	Rufus	will	start	creating	the	Windows	10	bootable	USB	flash	drive.	4.	Just	wait	for	the	creation	to	complete.	This	usually	takes	15	to	30	minutes.	5.	When	the	progress	bar	goes	to	100%	and	displays	Ready,	it	indicates	that	Rufus	has	successfully	created	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	the	iSO.	Way	2:	Create
Windows	10	bootable	USB	from	ISO	using	ShapeISO	iSumsoft	ShapeISO	is	another	powerful	and	yet	easy-to-use	tool	that	can	help	you	easily	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	an	ISO	image	file.	Step	1:	Download	and	install	iSumsoft	ShapeISO	on	your	PC.	After	installation,	launch	this	tool.	Step	2:	Select	the	Burn	option,	click	the	file	icon
to	import	the	Windows	10	ISO	file,	click	the	Refresh	icon	to	show	your	connected	USB	drive,	and	then	click	the	Start	button.	The	tool	will	immediately	start	burning	the	Windows	10	ISO	file	to	the	USB	drive	to	create	a	bootable	Windows	10	USB	drive.	Step	3:	Wait	until	the	process	is	complete.	When	the	software	page	shows	that	the	ISO	image	has
been	successfully	burned	to	the	USB	drive,	the	Windows	10	bootable	USB	is	created.	Way	3:	Create	Windows	10	bootable	USB	from	ISO	using	CMD	If	you	want	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	without	using	any	software,	the	Windows	Command	Prompt	can	do	it	for	you.	Here	is	how	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	flash	drive	from
an	ISO	image	using	Command	Prompt.	Step	1:	Reformat	the	USB	flash	drive.	1.	Connect	the	USB	flash	drive	into	your	computer	and	back	up	the	data	on	the	USB	drive	(if	any)	to	another	place.	2.	Type	cmd	in	your	Windows	search	box.	When	the	Command	Prompt	app	shortcut	appears	in	the	search	results,	click	Run	as	administrator.	3.	In	the
Command	Prompt	window,	type	diskpart	and	press	Enter	to	access	the	diskpart	tool.	4.	Type	list	disk	and	press	Enter	to	list	all	disks	connected	to	your	computer.	Then	judge	which	is	your	USB	flash	drive	according	to	the	disk	size.	5.	Type	select	disk	#	and	press	Enter	to	select	your	USB	flash	drive.	"#”	is	the	disk	number	of	your	USB	flash	drive.	6.
Type	clean	and	press	Enter	to	erase	all	partitions	as	well	as	data	on	your	USB	flash	drive.	7.	Type	convert	mbr	and	press	Enter	to	convert	the	USB	flash	drive	to	MBR	format.	8.	Type	create	partition	primary	and	press	Enter	to	create	a	primary	partition	on	the	USB	flash	drive.	9.	Type	active	and	press	Enter	to	active	the	primary	partition	on	the	USB
flash	drive.	10.	Type	format	quick	fs=fat32	label=”SWM-USB”	and	press	Enter	to	quickly	format	the	primary	partition	as	FAT32	and	set	its	volume	label	as	SWM-USB.	11.	Type	assign	letter=”X”	and	press	Enter	to	set	the	drive	letter	of	the	partition	to	X.	12.	Type	list	volume	and	press	Enter	to	list	all	volumes	on	your	PC	so	that	you	can	view	the
volume	details	of	your	USB	drive.	13.	Type	exit	and	press	Enter	to	exit	the	diskpart	tool,	leave	the	Command	Prompt	window	there	or	close	it.	Step	2:	Create	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	ISO.	1.	Locate	the	downloaded	Windows	10	ISO	file	and	double-click	it	to	mount	it	to	your	computer.	2.	Windows	will	automatically	assign	a	DVD	drive
letter	for	the	mounted	ISO	image.	Write	down	the	DVD	drive	letter	(E:	in	my	case).	3.	Go	back	to	the	previously	Command	Prompt	window	or	open	a	new	Command	Prompt	window	as	administrator.	Then,	type	robocopy	E:\	X:\	/E	/xf	install.wim	and	press	Enter	to	copy	all	files	except	the	install.wim	file	in	the	mounted	Windows	10	ISO	image	to	the	root
directory	of	the	USB	flash	drive.	Then,	wait	for	the	file	copy	to	complete.	This	takes	about	three	minutes.	4.	All	files	except	the	install.wim	file	in	the	ISO	image	have	been	successfully	copied	to	the	root	directly	of	the	USB	flash	drive.	5.	In	this	step,	you	will	copy	the	install.wim	file	from	the	ISO	image	to	the	USB	flash	drive.	Since	the	install.wim	file	is
larger	than	4GB	and	the	FAT32	formatted	USB	drive	cannot	store	a	single	file	over	4GB,	you	need	to	divide	the	install.wim	file	into	two	install.swm	files	and	save	them	on	the	USB	flash	drive.	To	do	that,	type	the	following	dism	command	and	press	Enter.	Dism	/Split-Image	/ImageFile:E:\sources\install.wim	/SWMFile:X:\sources\install.swm
/FileSize:2500	6.	A	few	minutes	later,	the	install.swm	files	are	successfully	split	from	the	install.wim	file	and	stored	in	the	sources	folder	in	the	USB	flash	drive.	7.	Now	go	to	the	USB	flash	drive,	open	the	sources	folder,	and	you	will	see	two	install.swm	image	files.	That’s	all	the	steps	required	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	flash	drive	from	an
ISO	image	using	Command	Prompt.	Then,	boot	the	computer	from	the	USB	flash	drive	and	you	can	install	Windows	10	on	the	computer.	Conclusion:	The	above	how	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	an	ISO	image	file	for	installing	Windows	10.	Both	Rufus	and	iSumsoft	ShapeISO	are	good	options,	they	are	safe,	effective	and	easy	to	use.
The	Command	Prompt	allows	you	to	successfully	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	an	ISO	image	without	using	any	software,	but	the	process	is	cumbersome.	You	need	to	make	sure	you	run	the	correct	commands	to	make	the	USB	drive	bootable.	If	you	are	not	good	at	using	Windows	commands,	Rufus	or	iSumsoft	ShapeISO	is	still	your
best	choice.	You	may	also	be	interested	in	How	to	Make	External	Hard	Drive	Bootable	for	Windows	10.	Related	Articles	Here’s	a	look	at	using	the	utility	called	Rufus	to	create	a	bootable	USB	flash	drive	for	Windows	10	which	is	actually	much	faster	than	Microsoft’s	tool.	Usually,	when	we	cover	creating	bootable	USB	drives	for	Windows,	we
recommend	the	Windows	7	USB/DVD	Download	Tool	(time	to	update	that	name	Microsoft).	Still,	I’ve	had	some	problems	creating	one	and	started	looking	for	a	different	option.So	this	time	around,	I	thought	I	would	try	the	free	utility	called	Rufus.	Here’s	a	look	at	using	it,	and	in	the	end,	I	had	a	faster	experience	using	it	than	the	older	Microsoft
tool.Update:	To	get	the	ISO	for	the	official	release	of	Windows	10,	head	to	this	Microsoft	page	and	download	the	64	or	32-bit	version	of	the	media	creation	tool.	It	will	allow	you	to	upgrade	your	Windows	7	SP	1	or	Windows	8.1	PC	or	download	the	ISO	to	use	later	for	a	clean	install.	Also,	make	sure	to	check	out	our	piece	on	creating	a	Windows	11
bootable	flash	drive.For	more	on	that,	please	read	our	article:	How	To	Download	Windows	10	ISO	for	a	Clean	Install.Create	Windows	10	Bootable	USB	DriveFirst,	make	sure	you	download	the	Windows	10	Technical	Preview	by	joining	the	Windows	Insider	Program,	as	explained	in	this	article.	Also,	make	sure	you’re	using	a	USB	drive	at	least	4	GB	for
the	32-bit	version	and	8	GB	for	the	64-bit	version.One	of	the	first	cool	things	about	Rufus	is	that	no	installation	is	necessary,	which	means	you	can	stick	it	on	a	network	location	or	another	external	drive	to	run	it.	When	you	run	it,	setting	it	up	is	simple.	Select	the	USB	drive	you	want	to	use,	select	your	partition	scheme	–	it’s	worth	noting	that	Rufus
also	supports	a	bootable	UEFI	drive.Then	select	the	disc	icon	next	to	the	ISO	drop-down	and	navigate	to	the	location	of	your	official	Windows	10	ISO.After	that,	click	Start,	and	you	should	be	good	to	go	within	minutes.	If	you	want	to	be	extra	careful,	check	the	option	to	check	the	device	for	bad	blocks.	I	didn’t	do	that,	and	my	bootable	drive	turned	out
fine.In	my	experience,	using	the	older	USB	2.0	port	and	drive,	it	took	less	than	five	minutes	to	create	the	drive.	If	you	use	a	USB	3.0	or	3.1	device,	I	would	love	to	know	how	fast	that	works.Anyway,	after	it’s	created,	you	can	go	ahead	and	install	the	Windows	10	Technical	Preview	on	a	spare	computer.Let	us	know	what	you	think	of	this	tool	over
Microsoft’s	Windows	7	USB/DVD	Tool;	for	me,	I	will	continue	to	use	Rufus	–	at	least	until	Microsoft	updates	or	recreates	a	new	utility	–	if	it	does	at	all.And	yes,	of	course,	you	can	use	this	to	create	other	versions	of	Windows	or	Linux	distros	from	an	ISO	if	you	wish.	Featured,	Microsoft,	Windows	10	Generally,	there	are	two	reasons	for	you	to	make
bootable	Windows	10	USB	from	ISO	file.	▪	Make	Windows	10	clean	installation:	You	can	create	a	bootable	USB	of	Windows	10	via	Diskpart	and	then	boot	from	it	to	install	Windows	10.	▪	Get	a	portable	Windows	10	environment:	It’s	available	to	create	a	Windows	10	To	Go	disk	with	a	USB	drive	from	ISO,	and	then	you	can	use	the	familiar	Windows	10
environment	even	when	you	are	in	different	places.	How	to:	create	Windows	10	bootable	USB	from	ISO	for	two	purposes	You	can	choose	a	proper	way	to	make	a	bootable	USB	drive	of	Windows	10	from	ISO	based	on	your	specific	demand:	PS.:	It	is	supposed	that	you	have	downloaded	Windows	10	ISO	file	from	Microsoft	and	mounted	the	ISO	file.	✔
Create	bootable	Windows	USB	from	ISO	for	installing	Windows	If	you	intend	to	install	Windows	10	on	SSD	or	HDD	from	USB	drive,	you	can	make	a	bootable	USB	drive	from	ISO	via	Diskpart	utility.	I.	Then,	Check	out	those	detailed	steps:	Step	1.	Prepare	an	empty	USB	whose	capacity	should	not	be	smaller	than	4GB	(for	Windows	10	32bit)	or	8GB	(for
64GB).	And	connect	it	to	your	PC.	Step	2.	Press	Windows	+	R,	input	cmd,	and	press	Enter.	Step	3.	Run	those	commands:	▪	diskpart	▪	list	disk	▪	select	disk	n	(n	is	the	disk	number	of	the	USB	drive)	▪	clean	▪	create	partition	primary	▪	select	partition	1	▪	format	fs=ntfs	quick	(if	you	plan	to	create	UEFI	bootable	USB	of	Windows	10,	replace	“format
fs=ntfs	quick”	with	“format	fs=fat32	quick”	to	the	USB	into	FAT32	file	system)	▪	active	▪	assign	letter=m	(m	is	the	drive	letter	that	you	want	to	assign	to	the	USB	drive)	▪	exit	Step	4.	go	to	the	boot	folder	of	the	Windows	10	ISO	files	by	running	the	commands	listed	below:	▪	g:	▪	cd	boot	Note:	g	is	the	drive	letter	of	your	mount	drive	as	it	appears	in
File	Explorer.	Step	5.	Then,	run	those	commands	and	wait	for	the	process	to	complete.	▪	bootsect	/nt60	N:	▪	xcopy	G:\*.*	N:\	/E	/F	/H	Note:	You	should	replace	N	and	G	with	the	right	drive	letters	for	the	USB	drive	and	Windows	10	ISO	image	receptively.	✔	Make	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive	from	ISO	for	portable	Windows	environment	If	you	are
running	Windows	10	Enterprise/Education/Pro	edition,	you	can	use	Windows	built-in	function,	Windows	To	Go	to	create	a	Windows	10	bootable	USB	drive.	See	the	steps	given	below:	Step	1.	Mount	the	ISO	file	and	connect	a	certified	USB	drive	to	your	Windows	10	computer.	Step	2.	Click	Windows	button	and	go	to	Control	Panel	>	Windows	To	Go.
Step	3.	In	the	Create	a	Windows	To	Go	workspace	window,	choose	the	certified	USB	drive	onto	which	you	want	to	install	Windows	10	and	click	“Next”.	Step	4.	Click	“Add	search	location”	to	search	for	the	Windows	10	installation	ISO	file	and	choose	the	mounted	ISO	file.	Step	5.	Choose	whether	to	use	BitLocker	in	the	USB	drive.	Step	6.	Click
"Create".	Step	7.	Wait	for	the	process	to	finish.	Click	Yes	or	No	to	make	this	computer	boot	from	the	new	created	Windows	10	USB	drive.	Notes:	▪	The	capacity	of	the	target	USB	drive	should	not	be	less	than	32GB.	▪	This	operation	will	erase	all	data	on	the	destination	USB	drive,	thus	you	should	back	up	the	necessary	data	on	it	in	advance.	If	you	are
Windows	11,	Windows	10	Home,	Windows	8/8.1	Home/	Pro/Education,	or	Windows	7	user,	you	can’t	enjoy	Windows	To	Go	function.	If	the	capacity	of	the	USB	drive	where	you	want	to	put	Windows	OS,	you	can’t	create	Windows	To	Go	workplace	on	such	USB	drive.	Here	AOMEI	Partition	Assistant	Standard	is	highly	recommended.	It	allows	you	to
create	Windows	bootable	USB	for	a	portable	environment	even	when	you	are	using	Windows	Home	Edition.	And	it	only	demands	a	USB	drive	not	less	than	13GB.	Let’s	see	how	it	works:	Step	1.	Insert	an	empty	USB	drive	that	is	larger	than	13GB	to	your	computer	and	make	sure	that	it	can	be	detected.	Install	and	run	AOMEI	Partition	Assistant
Standard.	In	the	main	interface,	click	All	Tools	and	choose	Windows	To	Go	Creator.	Step	2.	Choose	Create	Windows	To	Go	for	personal	computer.	If	you	want	to	run	Windows	from	external	USB	on	Mac,	you	can	upgrade	to	Professional	version	and	choose	the	second	option.	Step	3.	Select	Create	Windows	To	Go	with	system	disc/ISO.	If	it	doesn’t	detect
Windows	10	ISO,	click	the	folder	icon	to	select	manually.	Step	4.	Choose	the	USB	drive	as	the	target	path.	Step	5.	The	program	prompts	you	that	the	data	on	the	USB	drive	will	be	erased.	If	there	are	important	files	on	it,	back	up	them	in	advance.	Verdict	After	realizing	different	methods	on	how	to	create	Windows	10	bootable	USB	from	ISO,	you	can
pick	up	one	based	on	your	specific	situation.	Then,	you	can	boot	from	the	bootable	USB	drive	to	install	Windows	or	enjoy	the	familiar	environment.
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